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‘A Painful Yearning’   
I’d like to start by talking about cravings. What food cravings do you have? Even as I mention ‘cravings’ I’m sure you quickly thought of something. There are a couple items of food (two important food groups!!) that I simply cannot say ‘no’ to – potato crisps (when I’m craving something savoury) and donuts (when craving something sweet). [show pic] Maybe I should be saying no to all crisps and donuts this Lent!
I use that light-hearted idea of food cravings to invite us to think about deeper cravings. We might call these deeper cravings longings or yearnings. Such deeper longings have a big effect on us, emotionally and mentally. We can almost feel these longings physically within us – maybe in our chest or gut.
I wonder what deeper longings you carry in your heart? Maybe a longing for your children to resolve a difficult situation, a longing for better health, a longing for a reconciliation of a relationship, a longing for freedom from anxiety and stress. 
I’d like to suggest that your longings say a lot about you. They can also say a lot about your faith as a Christian. You may have longings for a deeper, closer connection with God, or to be more authentic in how you live-out your faith in practice. I believe it’s good to name those longings and be aware of how they shape you. 
Once when I was seeing a spiritual director, he asked me to reflect on my longings for deeper experiences of love, joy and peace. He also helped me realise I longed to be heard more and accepted more. It was very helpful to embrace those longings. 
As people created in God’s image, I believe our longings can reflect the very longings of God. In our story today from Luke 13, Jesus expresses his deep longing, or yearning for Jerusalem, which he is really expressing prophetically as God’s own longing for his people. And his yearning can be our yearning too!
In this season of Lent, as we trace the journey of Jesus towards Jerusalem and the cross, we find Jesus getting closer to Jerusalem and expressing this deep lament over that city. Jerusalem was, of course the centre of everything for the Jews. With the temple there it represented their whole society. Thus, in looking at Jerusalem Jesus was essentially lamenting all God’s people everywhere, and his reference to Jerusalem killing prophets (v34) suggests his lament covers the whole history of Israel.
However, even though the gospel setting is Jerusalem and Israel focused, we ought not confine it to that nation or use such texts to target Jews in any way. It could just as easily be Jesus weeping over Melbourne in 2025, which beckons the question, what would he be yearning for today for our city?
Jesus’ yearning in our story is expressed using the imagery of a mother hen wanting to gather her chicks under her wings, when her own chicks were not willing to be gathered for some reason. What kind of lament are we hearing in these words of Jesus?
1 – A Painful Lament
In my late teens I had a big crush on a girl in our youth group, and we started dating. I thought I was really in love. And it was going really well – until she dropped me! I was devastated. I couldn’t work out why she wanted to end it. My only conclusion at the time was that she didn’t like the old bomb of a car I drove! Rejection hurts. 
Jesus, reflecting his Father’s feelings, is feeling the pain of rejection, which has been happening since the beginning of God’s relationship with people. So, there is the pain of rejection in his lament here. 
We can all relate to this, I’m sure. We know what a painful lament is like. It may come from rejection. But it may also come from loss of something, or someone special in our lives. Or yearning for things to return to how they were in the past. Or it may even come from something we yearned for, but it has never happened, or never turned out as we’d hoped. 
This last example was the experience of Abram, in our Genesis 15 reading. He longed for children, but it had never happened. You can hear the pain in his words, ‘O Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I remain childless?’ (Gen 15:2). He felt pain for what had never eventuated in his life. We know the end of that story of course, he became the father of a whole nation, but that was only after the pain of what never was. 
The pain of lament is important. I don’t think we should ignore it. It was important for Jesus to not walk away from his painful lament. It was woven right into the very fabric of his human mission - that of ‘becoming flesh and making his dwelling among us’. (John 1:14) He needed to stay with the pain of his human experience. Even when warned that Herod wanted to kill him, he had to walk right into Herod’s own territory – and that was going to be painful.   
I mentioned my spiritual director before. In talking about my longings, he helped me get in touch with pain associated with those longings. After that session with him I wrote these words in my journal, “[He] encouraged me to stay with the pain when it comes. Feel it. Own it. Place it in your body. Don’t run away from it. Don’t just get busy and forget about it. Reflect on it. Identify any image or thought that appears when feeling the pain. And be patient. Don’t force any conclusion. Just allow God to be in the pain. Allow him to speak, to reveal whatever needs to be revealed.”
Just as it is important to stay with our own pain at times, we are also challenged to stay with God’s pain. To feel his pain for the world – his pain for Melbourne. Jesus’ painful lament needs to also be our painful lament. 

2 – A Loving Lament
This really builds on the first point, being very closely connected to the pain of lament. 
I mentioned being devastated by the pain of rejection when my girlfriend dumped me. I’m sure that feeling was made much worse because I really cared for her. I liked her a lot and wanted to be with her. I thought I was in love, so when my love was rejected, it hurt!
Rejection hurts way more when you are rejected by people you love, like when your kids or your partner turn their back on your love. That’s painful. Love hurts – as countless songwriters and put it over the years. 
As a mother-hen loves her chicks, God loves his people, so much that he sent his only Son to die for us (John 3:16). Yet many of those chicks reject the mother-hen’s love. God’s love for the world meant that Jesus’ lament for Jerusalem is a loving lament. 
Again, there is a challenge here for us. The challenge is to feel the love for the world as God feels the love for the world. What were the two greatest commands, Jesus was asked? He said love God and love your neighbour. (Luke 10:27). And loving your neighbour means truly lamenting the pain and struggle they go through and allowing that lament to drive us to act in some way, and not walk away from that mission, just as Jesus never walked away from his mission. 

3 – A Hopeful Lament
We’ve all seen images [refer to picture] of a tiny green shoot emerging from the blackened and decimated forest after a bushfire. It’s a great image of hope amidst the darkness of life. 
In today’s story there is hope in Jesus’ lament. In verse 35, he looks forward to the day when people will say, “Blessed are they who come in the name of the Lord” (quoting Psalm 118:26). He looked ahead to future glory and rejoicing. But it wasn’t just future joy, it was present joy. Many people had already accepted him as their Messiah. And before his mission on earth was done, there would be others who would choose to follow him. In his brief three years of mission, he had seen many instances of God’s Kingdom at work in people’s lives. So, there was already joy and hope in his lament. All was not lost as he wept over the city. 
Again, there is a challenge for us here. A challenge to feel God’s hope for the world. And that can be hard to do! But it’s vital. Hope keeps us going, helps us endure, motivates us, gives us strength, gives us joy. 
Hope can drive us do our bit in transforming the world around us too. Each of us can bring some hope into dark places – creating little patches of light transforming the darkness. Every action of love that plants some hope in some way, somewhere is like adding a bright light against the dark background. A bit like all the stars lighting up the otherwise black sky. In our Genesis reading, it was only when Abram looked up at the stars that he believed in the possibilities for his future and the future of generations to come.  (Gen 15:5-6a). It’s a great image of hope. If we lament with hope, we can be agents of hope in a hurting world

Conclusion
So, God calls us to share in his lament – to share his pain, his love AND his hope. As we continue in our Lenten journey over the coming weeks, what is it that each of us can do to embody these deep longings of God in our own lives. How do we truly share in his lament in a personal way? What might God be calling you do that makes you reflect the heart of Christ for others?
Maybe it’s a simple as imagining Jesus sitting up there on Burke’s Lookout, near the top of Mount Dandenong, gazing out over the eastern suburbs, with Melbourne’s CBD on the horizon, taking it all in. And he’s lamenting for what he sees, lamenting in pain, in love but also in hope. Then while imagining him there, we imagine ourselves sitting beside him. Just sitting there. And by being in his presence and looking at the same view, we begin to feel what he feels. 



