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Bible passages: Psalm 118:14-24  and Luke 24:1-12
‘What just happened here?’

One evening last year I was sitting in my loungeroom watching TV after dinner when I heard a very loud bang. It sounded like a car crash at big intersection near us, so I thought I’d better go to see what was happening. It certainly was a car accident – a fairly nasty one with two cars written off. A few locals had already gathered, helping to direct traffic and assisting the drivers who didn’t seem injured thankfully. Within seconds of me arriving all the emergency services arrived almost at once and it was great to watch them work with such efficiency. Once things were made safe, the police officers started going around to those of us who were bystanders, asking the question, “Did you see what happened here?”
“What happened?” The problem with that question, for the police, is that if you ask ten people “What happened?” you a likely to get ten different answers! Ten different versions of events. 
When it comes to that first Easter Sunday morning, when the tomb of Jesus was empty, there were indeed multiple versions of what took place. If someone asked, ‘What happened?’, well that would depend on who you asked. If you were asking the writers of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, the answers would be noticeably different. It’s like each one put a certain spin on it - not just to be smart and clever, but to emphasise different aspects of what happened, and the emphases depended on what they were most trying to communicate, about that day, to their particularly communities. 
In Luke’s version of that first Easter Sunday morning, Peter hears the testimony of the woman about the empty tomb and races off to check it for himself. When he saw that it was empty, we read that ‘he went away, wondering to himself what had happened’. (Lk 24:12). Some translations say he was ‘amazed’ or ‘marvelled’ at what happened. The original Greek could be translated as ‘to look in wonder’, which carries both a sense of ‘wow this is fantastic and amazing’, but also a sense of surprise, astonishment and bewilderment. He was scratching his head thinking, “What just happened here?”  
Peter, as we know, did not always understand what was going on, and often did or said the wrong thing. Only a few days before this he had denied that he even knew Jesus. He had many highs and lows. He didn’t always stand up well under the test. And here was yet another thing that tested him. He was still trying to piece it all together. Like bits of a jigsaw puzzle. The great thing about Peter is that he did complete the jigsaw, eventually, and he became the first leading preacher of the gospel. 
In the book of Acts, it is Peter, preaching to the Jews and eventually to Gentiles and he is seen to be confidently and boldly preaching the good news. What a change from the earlier Peter. Now he firmly declares he is a witness to all that happened and clearly articulates his version of events. Finally, he gets it. He understands. And he proclaims it to others. 
It would seem that his experience at the empty tomb was a pivotal moment in his journey. He’d seen a lot of stuff already, but this was a game changer. Yes, he was left wondering what had happened. It didn’t completely make sense yet. He still needed a personal experience of the risen Christ for everything to fall into place, which would happen in various appearances of Jesus, and at Pentecost. But the first Easter Sunday morning events sparked the beginning of a new Peter and a new journey. If Jesus really does live, it changes everything. 
Today we as believers also declare that Jesus lives. So how does that change things for us? What do we do with the resurrection story ourselves? How does it translate into our own lives?
In our Psalm today (Ps 118) the author states in verse 17, “I shall not die, but I shall live and recount the deeds of the Lord”. Other versions say, “I shall proclaim what the Lord has done”. What that is saying to me is that we, as followers of Christ are a living proclamation of the resurrection. Since we are alive to the good news that death is not the end, that life within us will bubble out in all sorts of ways. 
We’re not all Peters here and we don’t have to be like him. But as living proclaimers of what God has done we will proclaim the living Christ in our own way, in many different expressions: through our kind words, generosity, practical help, advocacy of the less privileged, and so on, and so on. All those things are a living proclamation of our Easter Sunday faith. Sometimes we will even get the chance to share with others what our faith means to us. 
We all our own version, or testimony of how the resurrection affects us. We all have our own version of ‘What just happened here’. But what matters is how we become a living proclamation of our own story of faith. 
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