Knox Uniting Church Cluster
Sunday June 15th 2025 – (RCL: Trinity Sunday. Year C)
Sermon (reflection) by Russell Croxford at Rowville Uniting Church
Bible passages: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-35. John 16:12-15 (NRSV)
‘The Voice of Wisdom’
A couple of years ago there was a show on TV called ‘The Masked Singer’. It featured a number of celebrities, performing songs, while dressed up in head-to-toe costumes, with masks over their faces to conceal their identities. Clues were offered to a panel of judges to help them guess who was behind the mask, but their identity remained a secret until the day of the particular episode of the show when that singer’s mask came off and the real person was revealed. 

When it comes to understanding who God is, we are also given plenty of clues, but does he hide behind a mask? Does his full and true identity remain hidden from us? Who or what will reveal God to us in the most complete way?

I’d like to suggest this morning that wisdom is the great revealer of God. And by ‘wisdom’ I don’t mean intelligence or knowledge or any form of human reasoning, no matter how smart or clever. This wisdom is a different kind of wisdom, which comes from God himself, and this wisdom enables us to see the unseeable, to know the unknowable. 

In our reading today from Proverbs 8, we meet wisdom, and in this passage, wisdom is not a thing, but a person – a female person. This female divine figure, called Hochmah in Hebrew or Sophia in Greek, is personified in this reading in the way she speaks and acts in for God in various ways.

Being Trinity Sunday today, I’ve been wondering why this passage, about a woman called ‘Wisdom’ is one of the allocated scriptures of the day. What’s wisdom got to do with the Trinity? As I’ve reflected on this, I found that wisdom appears, in this passage to reflect the behaviour of God as Father and as Son, and as Spirit. Let’s check this out. 

Wisdom seems to partner with God in creation. In verse 30 we read, “I was beside him as a master worker”, referring to the creation of the world. We could interpret this to mean God wasn’t alone in creating the world. Wisdom was there too. An interesting side-point here is that in Genesis 1:26 it says, “Let us make humans in our image – in our likeness”. Wisdom seems to act like God the creator. 

Wisdom seems also to behave like the Son. Phrases like “The Lord created me from the beginning” (v22) and “I was brought forth” (v24-25), sound a lot like the beginning of John’s gospel where Christ – the Word or Logos, was “with God in the beginning” (John 1:2) and was born of God. Furthermore, there are, in fact numerous references in the New Testament to Jesus as ‘Sophia’ (Wisdom). We don’t have time today to delve into that, but it makes for an interesting bible study!

Wisdom also seems to reflect the behaviour of the Spirit. Wisdom helps us understand God’s ‘ways’ and ‘instructions’ and helps us find ‘life’ (v 32-35). That seems to be exactly what Jesus was saying to his disciples in our other passage from John 16. 


Here, Jesus tells them that the Holy Spirit will “guide you into all the truth” (v13) and “take what is mine and declare it to you” (v14). So, Wisdom acts like the Spirit too. 

So, now that I’ve jumped to our gospel reading, let’s consider this for a moment. We can see why this passage was selected for Trinity Sunday. It clearly mentions God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. The thing that really stands out here in Jesus’ words is the intimate connectedness of the three members of the Trinity, and therefore a connectedness with us! As Jesus says, “All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he [the Spirit] will take what is mine and declare it to you” (v15). From Father to Son to Spirit…to us!

Already we see in this reading something of the mystery of the Trinity. The doctrine of the Trinity is not at all easy to get our minds around. Some would say that the Trinity is the very foundation of our faith. Yet others would say that the idea of Trinity is a stumbling block to faith. It has hard to explain it. Even the best theologians have trouble with it. What do you think?

Interestingly, the word, ‘Trinity’ doesn’t even appear in the bible. It’s a word invented later by people who were trying to understand how God can be all of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. How can he be three but one at the same time? 

Last year I wrote a short bible study on the Trinity, and I mentioned a few of the analogies often used to describe God as three but one:  1. Water – can exist in three ‘states’, solid ice, liquid water and gas (steam), yet all still being water, as God is one yet is distinct in three different ways. 2. Three-leaf clover – has three distinct leaves but all from the same stem and are of the same substance. 3. Musical chord – three distinct notes played together to create one overall melodious sound.

Well, such analogies, while interesting, don’t go anywhere near fully explaining the Trinity. Maybe we are best not to try to explain the Trinity. Rather than the Trinity being a way to understand God, perhaps a much better approach is for to allow the Trinity to be a way of experiencing God and knowing him personally. Experiencing and knowing him has Father, Son and Spirit. How do you experience and know God in each of those expressions of his being?

So I want to come back to this woman called Wisdom in Proverbs. Maybe God’s wisdom is simply a revelation of all that God is. By wisdom we can truly experience and know God personally. Like the hidden, masked singer who is fully revealed, wisdom takes off the mask of God and makes him known to us in a fuller and deeper way. Wisdom reveals God as Father, Son, Holy Spirit, and adds a female dimension to that revelation as well, further revealing the amazing, infinite God to us in ways we can relate to as humans. 

So today, let’s hear again the voice of Wisdom, calling out to us, saying, “Listen to me. Happy are those who keep my ways…Happy is the one who listens to me…For whoever finds me finds life” (v 32-35). That’s the voice of Wisdom revealing God to us. 
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