Knox Uniting Church Cluster
Sunday June 29th 2025 – (RCL: Pentecost +3, Prop8, Ord13 - Year C)
Sermon (reflection) by Russell Croxford at Boronia Road Uniting Church
Bible passages: 2 Kings 2:6-15; Psalm 77:11-15; Luke 9:57-62 
‘New Chapter, Same Story’
[slide one – picture of open book – title slide] 
We’ve all been through big moments of change in our lives. A new job. A move to a new house in a new location. A marriage. A baby is born into your family. A loved one passes away. And when those things happen, we usually say “this is the beginning of a new chapter in my life”. That’s true! Major change does lead to a new chapter and new beginnings. But it’s never a completely new beginning. You don’t ever ‘start from scratch’. That’s because each new chapter is still just part of the same story – the overall story of your life. It’s a story that has many chapters. It’s an unfolding story, in which you are shaped and formed by previous chapters, even as you start each new chapter and head into the future. You are who you are largely because of those earlier chapters in your life. 

As we celebrate 60 years of the Boronia Road congregation, the same can be said about this church community. We are what we are because of those earlier chapters. There have been many chapters that have shaped and formed us. And indeed it would seem that we are now beginning yet another chapter in the formation of a cluster of churches. But it’s all part of the same story! New chapter, same story!

Furthermore, the story of Boronia Road Uniting Church is God’s story too. It’s not just ‘our own’ story - because the people of this church have been partnering with God over its 60-year journey. What that means is that the story of this church is grafted into God’s bigger story, which makes us part of the grand story of what he is doing in all places and over all time, which is an exciting and encouraging concept. 

Speaking of ‘God’s Story’, our bible is a great example of new chapters in the same story. As we know, the bible contains 66 very different books. It has 1,189 chapters and some 31,000 verses. Each chapter and verse says something unique but never apart from the overarching narrative of which it is connected to. We can say the same about all the people (with all the programs and activities) that have ever been part of the life of this church, all making some contribution, in whatever way, to the overall narrative. 

Since all chapters of our story are inter-related, it naturally means that, at any one time we will see old themes and new ideas co-existing, sitting alongside each other. The old and new; aged and the youth; past and present; historic and modern – mixing together. One doesn’t completely stop before the next thing starts. 

It’s like when you go to some cities in the world where ancient structures still stand with modern buildings all around. [slide two – Wesley Place] Even in our own relatively young city of Melbourne we see the old and the new together. Like this photo of the old caretaker’s cottage and a 147-year-old olive tree in Wesley Place in the CBD, surrounded by modern buildings. Many things change, but some things don’t change – which leads me to invite someone to share with us now about the old and the new….

[Interview with Yoland Wadsworth – foundation member of this church, with two questions. 1. What is different in our church? 2. What is the same?]

[slide three – old and young hands holding with title “taking up the mantle”]

As we think about the generational nature of our journey, it leads us to think about the way we take up the mantle of those who’ve gone before us. 

Speaking of generational stories, today’s reading from 2 Kings is part one of those great Old Testament Stories. The life of Elijah the prophet is most eventful and quite dramatic, with many twists and turns. Elijah has become exhausted, physically, mentally, and spiritually. So, God steps in and finds someone to take over from Elijah, and that someone is Elisha. For a while, Elijah mentors Elisha, the younger protégé or prophet to be, until the big day finally arrives when the full responsibility is passed on from the older to the younger prophet. 

The handover is dramatic. Elijah is swept up to heaven in a fiery chariot and disappears from sight. But not before he drops his mantle, (another word for coat or cloak) on the ground. It was this mantle that Elijah has previously used to strike the waters of the Jordan, causing them to part (not dissimilar to the actions of Moses). On witnessing that miracle, Elisha had asked his mentor, “Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit” (v9). Well, it soon became evident that Elisha had indeed become the new Elijah, for he picked up that fallen mantle and used it to part the waters, as Elijah had done, with observers saying, “The Spirit of Elijah is resting on Elisha” (v15)

This story, of course is where we get the common saying, “Take up the mantle”. Elisha takes up the mantle and becomes a new prophet, for a new group of people, in a new way, for a new time. It’s a new chapter. But the same story. 

[slide of ‘old’ and ‘young’ Zorro from film, ‘The Mask of Zorro’]
In the Hollywood movie, ‘The Mask of Zorro’. The old Zorro, Diego (Anthony Hopkins) is mortally wounded and lies on the ground dying in the arms of his protégé, the young soon-to-be Zorro, Alejandro (Antonio Banderas). Asking about their recent battle with the evil baddies, old Zorro asks, “Is it finished?”. “Yes, it is” says the younger one. “But not for Zorro” says the older one. “There will be other days, other battles to fight. It is your curse and your destiny”. In other words, the mantle has been passed on as he dies.

I wouldn’t say that receiving a mantle from Godly people who’ve gone before is a ‘curse’. I hope we don’t see it that way! But it is our destiny that we pick up the mantle and carry it into each new chapter of the story. 

Many of you sitting here today have taken up the mantle of those who have gone before. You have received the spirit of the generations who started this church, (or whichever church you are in), and you have carried on the work. And that’s how it’s meant to be. Some of you have already passed on the mantle to others. Many of you are still wearing the mantle because there are not enough young Elishas in the church to take up the responsibilities – and that is perhaps our biggest challenge for the future. 

I’ll come back to the ‘future’ issue in a minute. But first we must think hard about how we celebrate our past. That is essential. 


We get some great words about this in our second reading from Psalm 77. This writer, like Elijah, is writing from the perspective of being rather troubled and distressed and is crying out to God for help. This writer then finds comfort by “calling to mind the deeds of the Lord” as it says in verse 11. The writer goes on, “I will remember your wonders of old. I will meditate on all your work and muse on your mighty deeds. Your way, O God, is holy…What god is so great as our God? You are the God who works wonders; you have displayed your might among the peoples” (v12-14). Lifted up by memory of what God has done! 

Today is indeed a day for remembering what God has done in this place and allowing that to boost our confidence and encourage our spirits. Looking back is important. And I should add that looking back means also to honestly acknowledge where things may have gone wrong in church life, and where mistakes were made – because we are human. For we learn from our mistakes. The best news of course is that God has remained steadfast and enduring, no matter what errors we make. That’s how God’s grand narrative has always worked - ever since he began his relationship with a fickle humanity!

So we must look back, and be thankful for, and learn from our journey. 

[slide showing a signpost of ‘Past and Future’]
Finally, then, it comes to looking forward. We do need to look at the past. But we need to look at the future. New chapters of the same story need to be written. 
In our gospel reading today from Luke 9, Jesus is emphatic about looking forward. “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God”, he says. (v62). In this scene he is addressing the ‘would-be followers’ who questioned him about what it really means to follow Jesus. His responses seem harsh: “Let the dead bury their own dead” (v60) he says to the poor guy who simply wants to take care of the funeral for his Father. 
In our new world of internet and social media, to ‘follow’ a person or a cause simply means clicking or tapping on a button called ‘follow’ on the screen. Too easy. No real commitment needed. I reckon I’ve clicked to follow people, and I can’t even remember who I’m following. That’s how little I’m invested in the following. But Jesus wants us fully invested in following him into the future. 
I’m sure he never literally meant to never look back to our past or attend to other important things. He was just asking the question, “What is it that might be keeping us from fully following Jesus as we head into the future?”
Just a few verses before this passage, we are told that Jesus, “resolutely set out for Jerusalem” (v51) I think that word, ‘resolutely’ is a great word for following the way of Jesus. Just as Jesus himself was resolute in going forward in mission to his destination in Jerusalem, so he calls us to also be resolute in following him. Resolute means being faithful, steadfast, unwavering, loyal, constant, committed. 
Having remembered what God has done in this church in past chapters, we are called to be resolute in starting a new chapter together, knowing that it is continuation of the same amazing story. 
2

